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SUBJ: ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING: PROGRESS REPORT 

REF: KL 2689 

1. IN JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE ON MAY 15 OF ASEAN FOREIGN 
MINISTERS, MALAYSIAN MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND SPECIAL 
FUNCTIONS FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN 
MADE FOLLOWING POINTS; ACCORDING TO NEW STRAITS TIMES: 

A) ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS HAVE ACCEPTED A DRAFT TREATY 
OF AMITY AND COOPERATION WHICH SPELLS OUT PROCEDURE FOR PEACE- 
FUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE BETWEEN ASEAN COUNTRIES. RITHAUDDEEN 
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SAID "ACCEPTANCE OF THE DRAFT TREATY OF AMITY AND COOPERATION 
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IS A MOST IMPORTANT STEP TOWARDS THE REALIZATION OF ASEAN'S 
DESIRE TO ESTABLISH A ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY FOR 
THE REGION." THE DRAFT WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE FIVE ASEAN 
GOVERNMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION. 

B) FOREIGN MINISTERS ALSO APPROVED "A BLUEPRINT FOR THE 
CREATION OF A ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA PURSUANT TO THE KUALA LUMPUR DECLARATION." IN CASE OF 
NEUTRALITY BLUEPRINT RITHAUDDEEN SAID "SENIOR ASEAN OFFICIALS 
MIGHT HAVE TO MEET TO FILL IN SOME OF THE GAPS.” 

C) RITHAUDDEEN RENEWED ASEAN'S READINESS TO ENTER INTO 
"FRIENDLY AND HARMONIOUS RELATIONS" WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES OF 
INDOCHINA. MINISTERS ALSO REITERATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 
COOPERATE WITH INDOCHINA COUNTRIES IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
"ON THE BASIS OF STRICT ADHERENCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF 
PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION, 
NON-INTERFERENCE, RESPECT FOR SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY, EQUALITY AND JUSTICE IN THE CONDUCT OF THEIR 
RELATIONS WITH ONE ANOTHER." MINISTERS WELCOMED RESTORATION 
OF PEACE IN CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAM AND HOPE THAT THIS 
WILL OPEN UP PROSPECTS FOR REAL PEACE, PROGRESS AND STABILITY 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

D) RITHAUDDEEN ALSO SAID ASEAN WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER 

THE LOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR ESTABLISHING PEACE, PROGRESS AND 
STABILITY IN THE REGION. HE ADDED "WE REAFFIRM OUR DETERMINATION 
TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE ORGANIZATION BY INTENSIFYING AND 
BROADENING COOPERATION AMONG MEMBER STATES." 

2. REPLYING TO QUESTIONS FROM NEWSMEN FOLLOWING STATEMENT, 
INDONESIAN FONMIN ABDUL MALIK SAID MINISTERS HAVE DISCUSSED POSSI- 
BILITY OF CONVENING AN ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING AND WERE NOW LEAVING 
THE DECISION TO THEIR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION, PHILIPPINE FONMIN ROMULO 
SAID ASEAN VIEWED WITH CONCERN THE NEW CRISIS IN CAMBODIA 
ARISING FROM THE SEIZURE OF THE VESSEL "MAYAGUEZ". HE 
ADDED, "HOWEVER, IN THIS TROUBLED TIME WE CANNOT COMPLICATE 
A COMPLICATED SITUATION BY MAKING STATEMENTS." 
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4. ROMULO ALSO SAID ASEAN WILL CONSIDER APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP FROM ANY COUNTRIES IN THE REGION. "HOWEVER, 
ASEAN RULES BY CONSENSUS AND WE DO NOT ASK AN INDIVIDUAL 
COUNTRY TO JOIN US." HE REFUTED SUGGESTION THAT PRESENCE 
OF U.S. TROOPS IN THAILAND AND THE PHILIPPINES DELAYED THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A ZONE OF PEACE AND NEUTRALITY IN SE ASIA. 
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5. EMBASSY COMMENT TO FOLLOW. 
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